
Central Park Conservancy

Youth
Education
& Service 
Programs

Central Park is an outdoor classroom 
with limitless possibilities. The 
Central Park Conservancy’s Youth 
Education & Service programs 
provide groups and individual youth 
with hands-on opportunities to learn 
about Central Park and help preserve 
and maintain its landscapes. Through 
activities that are both educational 
and fun, students develop a sense 
of stewardship for Central Park and 
other natural environments.

Woodland Youth Education 

Programs: ROOTS, Saturday 

ROOTS, and Woodlands Youth 

Crew are sponsored by

Youth Education & Service 

Programs are additionally 

supported by The Heckscher 

Foundation for Children; NBC 

Universal; The Pinkerton 

Foundation; Estate of Mae 

McFarlane; William E. Weiss 

Foundation, Inc./Daryl Brown 

Uber; The Lucius N. Littauer 

Foundation, Inc.; The Barker 

Welfare Foundation; The Samuel 

and Rae Eckman Charitable 

Foundation, Inc.; Oceanic 

Heritage Foundation; and The 

Fremont-Smith Family Fund.

Keeping It Green programs 

are presented by:



Programs
for Groups

Programs for 
High School Students

Contact & Registration

Internships for 
High School Students

Woodlands 
Youth Crew

Spring Sessions
April – June

Tuesdays and Thursdays
Grades 7 – 12

Registration begins 
     in December.

Fall Sessions
September & October
Tuesdays and Thursdays

Grades 7 – 12
Registration begins in June.

Saturday 
ROOTS
Spring Semester

March – May
Saturdays

10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Grades 9 – 12 

Application becomes 
     available in December.
Application Deadline: 

     January 31

Fall Semester
October & November

Saturdays
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Grades 9 – 12 
Application becomes 

     available in June.
Application Deadline: 

     September 15

Summer 
Internship

July and August 
5 days a week (days vary 

depending on position).
36 or 38 hours a week 
depending on position.

High School students 
16 - 18 years old (must 

be 16 by June 1).

Application becomes 
available in March.

Application Deadline: 
April 30

Keeping It 
Green

Spring Sessions
March – June

Thursdays
10:00 am – 11:30 am

Grades K – 12
Registration begins 

     in December.

Fall Sessions
September – November

Wednesdays & Thursdays 
10:00 am – 11:30 am

Grades K – 12 
Registration begins in June.

After-school groups have the 
opportunity to learn about urban 
forest ecology and management 
through ecological restoration 
projects in Central Park’s 
North Woods and The Ramble 
woodlands.

One 2-hour session between 
3:00 pm and 6:00 pm.

5 – 15 students with at least 
1 adult chaperone.

Registration required at least 
2 weeks in advance.

Each group is limited to 
2 sessions per school year.

Students learn about urban 
forest ecology and management 
through ecological restoration 
projects in the North Woods and 
The Ramble woodlands, including 
removing invasive plant species, 
planting native species and 
maintaining trails. Students earn 
community service hours for 
their time; regular attendance  
is required.

This full-time paid internship 
provides summer jobs with 
the Central Park Conservancy 
for approximately 25 high 
school students. Interns 
support the horticulture, visitor 
services, and public programs 
departments. Every Friday 
all interns work together as 
a group to complete special 
projects in Central Park, visit 
other parks and environmental 
organizations to learn about 
current environmental issues, 
meet other teens in similar 
internship programs, and 
challenge themselves in new 
situations.

Park Stewardship is enhanced 
by environmental education 
as school classes have the 
opportunity to serve their 
community and help keep 
Central Park clean and green 
by completing leaf raking and 
mulching projects throughout 
Central Park.

1 class of up to 30 students with 
at least 2 adult chaperones.

Registration required at least 
2 weeks in advance. 

Each school is limited to 
2 sessions per school year.

ROOTS
Restoration of the Outdoors 
Organized by Teen Students

April & May
Mondays & Wednesdays

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Grades 9 – 12

Application becomes 
available in January.

Application Deadline: 
February 28

Spring 
Visitor 
Center 

Internship
March – June

Saturdays
12:00 pm – 3:00 pm

High School students 
16 - 18 years old (must 

be 16 by June 1).
Application becomes 

available in December.
Application Deadline: 

February 15

Students learn about urban 
forest ecology and management 
through ecological restoration 
projects in the Hallett Nature 
Sanctuary, including removing 
invasive plant species, planting 
native species, and maintenance 
and construction of woodchipped 
trails. Students earn community 
service hours for their time; 
regular attendance is required.

This unpaid internship provides 
the opportunity for 6 students 
to learn about the history 
and management of Central 
Park, improve valuable public 
speaking and interpersonal 
skills, and gain first-hand 
experience in how Visitor 
Centers operate in a Park that 
receives over 37 million visits 
a year. Students earn 
community service hours 
for their time and successful 
completion may result in a paid 
full-time summer position.

* Acceptance into these programs is through a competitive application process.

For more information about our programs, to register a group, or to receive an application, please e-mail youth@centralparknyc.org  or visit centralparknyc.org/youth

          For accessibility information and assistance, call 212-360-1439.


